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Ireland with himself as Chairman would advance his power to CHAP.
agitate for a Parliament to supersede the Central Board. So far
from having any sympathy whatever with the idea of an alii-
ance between British democracy and the Irish party, he hated
the Ministerialists more than the Conservatives; and was already
resolved to swing the Irish vote in both islands against Liber-
alism at the General Election. In this way he would inflict retri-
bution on the Government for the Spencer regime and at the
same time would promote his supreme aim of equalising as far
as possible the two British parties in the House of Commons
so as to hold the balance between them. The prodigy of Glad-
stone's early conversion he could not yet anticipate. He wished
to draw Chamberlain and Dilke as far as they could be brought
to go.
The scheme carried by O'Shea to the President of the Board
of Trade represented indeed, as he said, "ParnelTs proposals'*.
But the intermediary dared not confess that in Parnell's mind
the plan for a great intermediate reform of Irish administration
was not a settlement but an implement. His instructions in this
sense were positive. If communicated, Chamberlain would have
grasped their sense in a twinkling. This is why the go-between,
fearing total rupture of negotiations at the first attempt, exag-
gerated his credentials and omitted half the truth.
Judgment cannot be quite merciless towards O'Shea.
In tragic life, God wot,
No villain need be! Passions spin the plot:
We are betray'd by what is false within.
By mingled vanity, weakness, self-interest and good intentions,
he was more deceived than deceiving. From time to time his wife
and Parnell had to manage him. To use his "mania for diplom-
acy" was as convenient to them on this occasion as pleasing to
him. If he wished to resume an important role, better let him
have his way within limits. Also he might be eminently useful
in exploring the situation and finding out what Chamberlain
could be induced to attempt.
Allowed to begin his diplomacy when he, like many others,
believed Parnell to be in a state of inert debility, tired of "the
movement", the envoy could not foresee that "the Chief", with
a sudden reawakening of energy, was just about to cross St.